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Rustic goes

e

upscale

in Mont-Tremblant

- R PHOTO
Vimilors can relax wie owsriookng the ke al the Quintessence hotel in Moo Tremidland, Cus. Ouinlessgnce
hag only 30 rooms — all large suttes, all wilh viaws of the lake, bakeonies oulside, snd wiod-Duming Mepleces
and over-sized Jacuzzs inside, Twe enormous presidendial sules have privale 1ermaces. wih ouldoo nol iubs
and fireplecas. A number of calins slso st on e ploparty

By KEN BECKER
Trui L eimidne FPrnes
MONT-TREMELANT
eait O'Donnedl oo the wheel of s 19049
mahogany motarhost. the qulinessenrial
vithiele for the new Quinfessence hotel he
lizs bulit on the shiore of Lac Tremblan.

1 hvinps to make it the firs Sve-dinmond hodel
in Quebee,” the proprictor says just weeks befores
the Seplember oponing of what promises Lo be
the most rxclusive property at this already chic
muiiniait resorl that altracts two million visitors
& yedr,

“1 wiow us as comnplementiog (e reson — o
campelition — n luxury product that is nol
offernd now”

Abonin 5,000 beds == in condos and hoetels,
inelieding an upscale Faimmon and Westin — are
sprinkled throughout the popular ski and golf
resort in the Laurenans, northwest of Montresl

"Bt 1 searved to see 3 need, thara moeee and
mare wlfluen clenteie reguired a more
persanidized, mone privace, accemmodatian,”
says O Donnell, whic has beer in Mori-
Trembian for the piast 10 yeads

Crintessence his only 30 rooms — all large
sudies, all with views ol the lake, balconies
aat=irdes, and wood -burning Arepdaces and over
sixed] [aruzEin inslde. Two enommnaus
“prosidential sefes” have privade terraces, with
outdoor ol by and fireplices,

Criests wil s be reaied 1o Some services
that € Donnell hopes will make Quiniessence
memarable. A “wood conclerge” will light the in-
suite fireplaces 3 an appointed Hme, 50 guests
returming from a day of skilng get o warm
weltome

Massage therapists will be or-call Trove te
hiotel sy Jor in-room rub downs, The resident
pastry chiet will personaliy concoct chocuokaies lor
pillaws o the king-sized beds

I've head chef. hired from the Taoows Beaver
Clud a8 the Fairmoni Queen Eljzabeth in
Munireal, will direct the kitehen [or the 8- sem
La Cuintessence restauram and sdiscend clublby
leunge. A smnmelion will help fUPELS EvigHe the
selections in the &,M-batile wine cetlar

A spparate hoteynioon cabbn s ina pine grove
ut the edge of the property, whene discreetdy
ptaced nales of hay reglilacy attract visidng deey
At the nearby privaie dock is the gleaming
mahogany [wunch, looking like the contrepiece of
a Monel palning, for sunser clumgagne cruises
oat the lake,

{0 IaHnel]. @ partoet b the S58 million
westment, will nol always be driving the boal,
Ul basizaly be the host,” be sava: [1's a role he's
plaved st of his eduli Gfe.

Barrnt i Montreal, £ Donnell, 44, warked (o
baes sl restdticanis while going to St Francis
Kavier Lneversiny o vove Scotia, When he
retuirned (o Quebec e boughin his first nighoclub
in the Laurenfians. Since then, s sdded
restaurants and clubs i Monl Trembliong

“Whan | was 20,7 e gavs, “all my nends comie
tomy clubs and we hing out together. Now. it's
iy friends’ kids who come — and they call me
st

Uuiniessence —named Tor ihe mystecious
teftl clemeni,” added to earth, air, fice aned waier
— B mare in tune with bis corrent lifesovie., 7
love Tremmblam and want o be e lor the nest
Hyenrs.” be says. "1 d eveniually ke o bave v
Q= arouwnd the world, ™

Hie calls the hotel Q. And while building »
reputation, it will be ofTering standard swives ot
less {Tewiy 5300 a nlghr and the Frﬂ":\-l.llt'ﬂliiﬂ siiifes
sturting at 31,000, It also plans & Friday mgin
oysler bar and wine-tasiing special (5349.95],
Suitickay baunch, and several getaway packages.

Fiar ore informtion, phene 1-8159-425-3 4
o st gt fretelgu fniessence, com




