BY MICHELE SPONAGLE

8 GREAT REASONS T VISIT
MONT TREMBLENT, QUE.
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1. AIRPORT WITH A DIFFERENCE. Ever been greeted
at the gates by a cute French-speaking guy and
a glass of honey wine? At the Mont Tremblant
International Airport, that's what happens. No surly
customs agents or crowded baggage carousels.
Sit by the fire while your luggage is loaded.
2. SKIING, Big mountain, g4 excellent runs. What
maore could you want? 3. HOTEL QUINTESSEMCE.
This lakeside hotel puts some others to shame.
Everything is so well thought out, with the most
minute detail attended to, that it's almost surreal.
The rooms are mammoth, with real wood-burn-
ing fireplaces (gas ones are for wimps) attended
to by a fireplace concierge, deep bathtubs with
jets, and plush, tasteful furnishings. It's a true
slice of heaven in the Laurentians. 4. GOOD EATS.
Restaurants like La Grappe a Vin and La Forge
Bar & Grill deliver world-class cuisine and service
at tiny-town prices. Stoke up your body pre-ski
with breakfast at Le Shack or a sugar fix from
Chocolaterie Rocky Mountain, 5. SPA FUN. At Spa
Le Scandinave, guests go to extremes, running
from hot tub to frigid poals and an even colder nat-
ural river, Why? The locals believe it"s good for you,
Perhaps more relaxing is getting a massage in a
warm room inside and listening to the screams as
others dash around outside in sub-zero tempera-
tures. Option two: have an in-room massage next
to your fireplace at Quintessence, 6. NOT SKING.
If skiing just isn't your thing, don't fret. There are
plenty of other outdoor activities to amuse you. Try
ice climbing, snow tubing, snowshoeing or chasing
snowflakes. 7. APRES-SKI SCENE. The crowd at
Tremblant knows how to keep warm by partying.
Wedge yourselfinto the midst of the crowd at one
of the resort's nightspots. Le P'tit Caribou and La
Forage Bar & Grill [downstairs) attract the young
and supple set. Beer lovers are in good hands at
Microbrasserie La Diable where a 6o-oz. pitcher
is just $18. 8. CLOSE 7O YOU. A flight frem Toronto
to the number one ski resort in Eastern Canada is
just over an hour long. FOR MORE INFORMATION,
SEE TREMBLANT.CA DR CALL 1-BE6-253-0097.




